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are to be found on all sides. The dominating factors are :
first the Celto-Ibero-African-Semitic origin of the modern
Spaniard ; secondly, the Aryan strain, which, is compara-
tively slight; thirdly, the influence of Christianity ; and
fourthly, the Arab-Berber racial influence combined with
that of Mohammedan civilization.
It is all these blended together which have produced
modern Spain and the modern Spaniard. It is absurd to
separate them out and to assert, as propagandists for
Roman civilization do, that the Spaniard is essentially a
Latin.
From the eleventh century, when Mohammedan cultural
influence was at its height, the general political situation
in Spain changed considerably, with important effects
upon social life and culture. The centralized Caliphate of
Cordova broke up into a number of small kingdoms, which
were much inclined to fight among themselves. This was
the opportunity for the Christians, who began a war to
drive out the Moslems, and the struggle continued inter-
mittendy until the year 1492, when the united Christian
forces of Ferdinand and Isabella finally defeated the Moslems
at Granada, and thereby ended the long period during
which, under the influence of the Mohammedans, the
Spaniards had developed into a highly civilized race. But
again, it would be a great mistake to regard Spanish civiliza-
tion as an offspring of Moslem. It is true that in travelling
about Spain, especially in the south, one sees on every hand
very impressive signs of Moslem culture. The same
influence is also apparent in the literature of the period.
The Moors were responsible for the introduction into Spain
of a remarkably fine architecture, the cultivation of the
sciences and literature, and the development of law. The
success of Ferdinand and Isabella at Granada in 1492 merely